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Tém tit

Bai nghién civu doi chiéu cdu dé trong tiéng Anh va tiéng Viét dwoc tién hanh nham dé
tim hiéu sdu hon vé nhitng ddc diém, tinh chat dic trung ciing nhir nhitng nét tuwong dong va
khdc biét trong céu do ciia hai ngén ngir tiéng Anh va tiéng Viét. Doi twong nghién ciru chinh la
cdc cdu do trong tiéng Anh va tiéng Viét, ngiv liéu nghién citu bao gom tir cau do dan gian dén
hién dai, tir cdu do meo dén cdu do khoa hoc. Bang cdc phwong phap thu thdp diF liéu va thong
tin, thong ké va quy nap, phan tich két hop véi tong hop, bai nghién ciru da tim ra dwoc nhitng
ddc diém giong nhau va khdc nhau trong cdu dé cia hai ngén ngit Anh-Viét. Két qua nghién
citu ¢6 thé duoc sir dung nhw mét tai liéu tham khdo cho sinh vién su dung trong hoc ph(fn Ngén
ngit hoc doi chiéu, gitip cho nguoi hoc hiéu hon vé cdu do trong tiéng Anh va tiéng Viét.

Tir khéa: cdu do, doi chiéu, tiéng Anh, tiéng Viét

A contrastive research on riddles in English and Vietnamese languages

Ngo Thi Khai Nguyen
University of Foreign Languages and International Studies, Hue University
Received: April 19, 2024; Accepted: June 03, 2024

Abstract

This study comparing riddles in English and Vietnamese was conducted to learn more
deeply about the characteristics as well as similarities and differences in the riddles of the two
languages: English and Vietnamese. The main research object is riddles in English and
Vietnamese language. The research corpus ranges from folk to modern riddles, from trick
riddles to scientific riddles. Using methods of collecting data and information, statistics and
induction, analysis combined with synthesis, the research has found similar and different
characteristics in the riddles of the two mentioned languages. The research results can be used
as a reference for students to use in the Comparative Linguistics module, helping learners
better understand the riddles in English and Vietnamese.
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1. Mé& dau

Tir xa xua cdu d6 da trg thanh mot phan giai tri khong thé thiéu trong cudc song
con ngudi. Hau hét, mdi qudc gia n6i chung déu hinh thanh nén nhimg ciu d6 theo cach
riéng ctia ho. Tuy mdi ving mién, qudc gia, thoi dai ma cé nhimng cau d6 va 10i giai db
khac nhau. Hon nita, mét s cau dé khong thé giai duoc bai ngudi nudce ngoai chi biét hodc
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hoc ngdn ngir cia nudc khac. Trong tiéng Viét va tiéng Anh néi riéng, ciu d6 mang nhiing
nét dic sic riéng biét.

Vi du 1: Mot dam hoc sinh dén nha théiy dd hoc chit. Trén duong chiing gap mot
con ¢d mu, rdi dam hoc sinh di vé. Hoi vi sao?

Pap an: Co mu 1a co khong thay, co khong thay 1a thdy khong c6.

Vi du 2: What clothing is always sad?

Pap an: Blue jeans (Trong tiéng Anh, “Blue” con 1a tir thé hién tim trang budn.)

Qua hai vi du trén, c6 thé thiy rang néu chung ta 1 nhitng ngudi khong am hiéu sau
vé ngdn ngit nudc khac thi s& khong giai duoc cac cau d6 nay. O vi du 1, nguoi Viét sir
dung phép noi l4i dé giai cau d6 nay, tuy nhién phép néi 1ai 1a dic trung cua tiéng Viét boi
n6 bi anh huong boi hé thong diu cau, thanh diéu, ma hau nhu ngon ngir cac nude khac déu
khong ton tai dic trung ndy. Vi vy, néu dem cau d6 nay dé 6 mot nguoi néi tiéng Anh chi
moi hoc so qua tiéng Viét, tham chi ngudi da hoc tiéng Viét 1au nam thi ho cling khong thé
giai duoc néu nhu ho khéng hiéu duge vé phép néi lai cua tiéng Viét. O vi du 2, tir “blue”
trong tiéng Anh con dung dé thé hién tdm trang budn ba nhung ngudi Viét chi hiéu don gian
d6 1a tir chi mau sic. Vay phai chang sy khac biét trong nhitng didc trung vé ngon ngir da tao
nén nét dic sic nay, hay 1a né con chiu tac dong boi nhitng yéu t6 khac? Do d6, muc dich
ctia bai bao nay nham d6i chiéu nhiing dic diém trong cau d6 tiéng Anh va tiéng Viét, tim
ra su doc ddo va dic sic cia ngdn ngir tiéng Viét va tiéng Anh duoc thé hién trong cau d6
tiéng Anh va tiéng Viét. Pay 1a chinh 1a diém méi cta bai nghién ctru ndy ma hau nhu chua
tung c6 nha nghién ctru nao thyc hién.
2. No¢i dung
2.1. Co sé' li thuyét
2.1.1. Khdi qudt vé céu do

Tir xwa dén nay, cau d6 (riddle) da trg thanh mot phan khong thé thiéu trong cudc
séng cua con ngudi. Boi né mang tinh giai tri rit cao, phuc vu cho nhu cau thu gidn lanh
manh cta rat nhiéu nguoi, va cau db cling dugc xem nhu thude do vé su nhay bén trong tu
duy logic va tu duy troru tugng cua con nguoi. Xuét phét tir sy quan sat cua con nguoi vé
nhimg nét gidng nhau thudng thiy giita cdc su vat va hién tuong khac nhau cua thé giéi
khach quan. Cac cau db thuong duoc truyén miéng tir doi nay sang doi khéc, tir noi nay
sang noi khac, tir luc néng nhan toi lac vat va lao dong. Tir nhitng cAu dd cho ta thiy sy
quan st tinh té, cach van dung nhiéu yéu t6, thu thut dé tao nén nhiing cau d6 hay. Hau
nhu nhitng gi hang ngay ngudi ta thiy, tiép xtc, sir dung déu c6 thé thanh cau d6 nhu gia
cy, nha ctra, cong cu va cac hinh thirc lao dong san xudt, nép sinh hoat thudng ngay, cay co,
dong vat... Cau db c6 dic tinh va dbi tuong 1a nhitng sy vat, sinh vét cu thé, ton tai khach
quan, “mét thdy, tai nghe”, do d6 hiu nhu khong thy khai niém triét ly, ludn 1y, ton gido va
nhitng khai niém triru tugng phi vat chat. Né6i chung, cau dd vira 1a ngh¢ thuat vua 1a khoa
hoc (khoa hoc thuong thirc dan gian), cau d6 dem lai cho nguoi ta mot loai thure an tinh than
dac biét, vira b ich vira rat thu vi hap dan.
2.1.2. Ban chit va thé logi ciia cdu do

Céu d6 c6 ngudn gde tir 1au doi. Theo mot sb nha nghién ciru cho rang su ra doi cua
cau d6 c6 lién quan t6i tuc kiéng ky trong 101 noi va 16 miéu ta sy vat khong tén (hodc thiéu
tén) clia con ngudi thoi ¢d dai, dan dan viée sang tac cau db tro thanh hinh thire vui choi,
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giai tri va rén luyén tri lyc ciia con nguoi.

bé sang tao ra mot cau db, nguoi ta tim ra ddc trung, chitc nang cua tung sy vat,
tung hién tuong ca biét, sau do phan anh béng cach so sanh, hinh tuong héa. Hoat dong db
va giai d6 1a mot qua trinh chuyén hoéa giira tu duy logic va tu duy hinh tugng.

C6 nhitng cau d6 no6i 1én chirc ning cia sy vat, hién twong va ciing c¢6 nhitng cau db
noi 1én nguén géc cua sy vat, hién tugng. Bén canh do, cling c6 rat nhiéu cau dd noi 1én dic
diém cua sy vat, hién tuong (hinh dang, kich thudc, mau sdc, mui vi, hoat dong...)

2.2. Phuong phap nghién ciru
2.2.1. Phwong phdp thu thip di ligu va tong hop théng tin: Ching t6i thu thap cic nguon
tai liéu, thong tin dé trinh bay tong quan vé cau d6 nhu khai niém, ngudn gbc, phan loai...
cua ciu db va tim ra mot sd dac diém trong cau dé tiéng Anh va tiéng Viét. Bén canh do,
chung t6i ciing tham khéo qua cac tap chi khoa hoc véi cac dé tai lién quan vé cau d6 dé tim
ra mot s6 dic trung phd bién trong cau d6 tiéng Anh va tiéng Viét. Ngoai ra, nhiing trai
nghiém, hiéu biét ctia ban than vé cau db, qua loi db cua ong ba, bd me, céc thé hé di trudce
cling da phan nao gitip chiing t6i duc két nén nhitng ddc diém gidng va khac trong cau db
giita tiéng Anh va tiéng Viét.
2.2.2. Phwong phdp théng ké va quy nap: Ching t6i thong ké tan sé xuat hién cia cac yéu
t tao nén cac dic diém trong cdu d6 tiéng Anh va tiéng Viét. Két qua thong ké s& dugc sir
dung dé rut ra cac dic diém cia d6i tugng nghién ctru (thdng ké dinh lugng dé rit ra va quy
nap cac két luan dinh tinh) 14 nhitng can c thyc tién gitp cho cac ctr liéu khoa hoc c6 tinh
xac thuc, tinh chung minh va thuyét phuc.
2.2.3. Phwong phdp phan tich két hop véi phwong phdp téong hep: Cac phuong phap nay
gitip ich cho viéc phan tich nhiing dac diém tao nén su giéng nhau va khac nhau vé cau d6
trong tiéng Anh va tiéng Viét. Cin cr vao cic bang sd liéu da khao sat, chiing toi 1am rd céc
s6 liéu nay bang viéc phan tich cu thé va dua ra cac vi du, din ching o rang dé 1am sang to
nét tuong déng va khac biét trong tirng yéu t tao nén dic diém cua cau db trong tiéng Anh
va tiéng Viét. Bén canh phuong phap phan tich, chung t6i con sir dung phuong phap tong
hop, khai quat vin dé mot cach co co sd, nghia 13 phan tich tong hop vira dién dich vira quy
nap dé xur ly tt cac van dé can lam sang to.
2.3. Két qua nghién ctru
2.3.1. Khio sat vé cac dic diém ciia cAu d6 trong tiéng Anh va tiéng Viét
2.3.1.1. Khdo sdt vé dé tai dwoc sir dung trong cdu do tiéng Anh va tiéng Vigt

Bing 1. Cdc dé tai duoc sir dung trong cdu do tiéng Anh va tiéng Viét

Tiéng Anh Tiéng Viét
Pé tai - N - -
So6 lwgng | Phan tram | S6 lwgng | Phan trim
Dong/Thuc vat 48 48% 50 50%
Do vat 22 22% 34 34%
Khoa hoc tu nhién (sinh hoc, vat ly, 7 7% 6 6%
lich str, dia ly...)
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Céc chu dé khac 23 23% 10 10%

Dua vao bang sb liéu dugc phan tich tir 100 mau cdu d6 tiéng Anh va 100 miu cau
db tiéng Viét, chung ta c6 thé thay dé tai duoc s dung trong cdu d chii yéu 1a vé dong vat
va thuc vat trong tiéng Anh va tiéng Viét (1an luot chiém 48% va 50%). Vi du: If I sit down,
I am high; if I stand up, I am low (Dog)/ I can swim. [ have two legs. I have wings. I quack
(Duck)/ Cay gi thang tip truée nha. Trdi ngon danh ting riéng ba, ba oi? (Cdy cau).
Chiém 22% va 34% la nhitng cau dé vé d6 vat nhu 7 have one head, one foot and four legs?
What am I? (Bed)/ Trong nha ¢é mét ba hay la liém (cdy chéi). Nhitng cau db khoa hoc tu
nhién doi hoi tri tué va su khon khéo chiém ty 1¢ thap (7% va 6%) vi tinh hoc bua cia ching
s& 1am cho ngudi choi khong con himg tha véi tro choi d6 vui nita. Bén canh dé, ta con gap
nhidu cdu d6 véi cac chu dé& khac nhu hoat dong trong cudc song, gia dinh, nghé
nghiép...Vi du: Cur nhu ca map ca kinh. T voi lén ngup xué'ng bdang minh vuot nhau. Anh Ion
6 chi dam dau. Trai thanh gdi lich ndam chdu dua tai - P6 lam nghé gi? (Van dong vién boi
10i)/ A truck driver is going down a one-way street the wrong way and passes at least ten
cops. Why is he not caught? (He is walking on the sidewalk). Qua dy chung ta c6 thé thiy
su da dang cac dé tai trong cdu dd trong tiéng Anh va tiéng Viét, duong nhu voi bat ky chu
dé nao xudt hién trong cudc séng déu c6 thé tré thanh mot nguén cam hing dé cac cau dd ra
doi.
2.3.1.2. Khdo sdt vé céu triic ciia cdu do tiéng Anh va tiéng Viét

Bing 2. Cdc cdu triic diege sik dung trong cdu do tiéng Anh va tiéng Viét

Tiéng Anh Tiéng Viét

Cau truc

S6 lwong | Phan tram | S6 hrong | Phin trim
Dang mot bai tho ngz"m 2 2% 14 14%
Dang ciu hoi ngin 88 88% 73 73%
Dang mdt cau truyén ngan 2 2% 2 2%
Céc dang khac 8 8% 11 11%

Dua vio bang sb liéu dugc phan tich tir 100 mau ciu d6 tiéng Anh va 100 mau ciu
db tiéng Viét, chung ta co thé thay cau tric dugc sir dung trong cdu d6 rat da dang voi tan
suat khac nhau. Trong d6, cdu triic dang cdu hoi ngén trong cau d6 tiéng Anh va trong tiéng
Viét chiém ti 1& cao nhit (1an luot 1a 88% va 73%). Vi du: What is it that was the past of
tomorrow and the future of yesterday? (Today)/ Which months have the 28th day? (All
months)/ What has to be broken before you can use it? (An egg)/ Con gi khong gay o 6 o ma
nguwoi ta van goi la ga? (Ga con va ga mdi)/ Niii nao ma bi chdt ra timg khiic? (Thdi Son).
Céu tric dang mot cau chuyén ngan chiém ti 18 thap nhét (2%) trong ca cau d6 tiéng Anh va
tiéng Viét. Trong khi d6, cau trac dang mot bai tho ngan trong cau d6 tiéng Anh chiém ti 1&
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thap (2%), con trong cau d6 tiéng Viét chiém ti 18 cao hon (14%). Cling nhiéu dang cdu tric
khéac nhu ca dao, tuc ngit, tho luc bat, tho bdn chix, tho Puong luat... chiém ti 1¢ 1an luot 1a
8% va 11%. Tu do, tao ra sy da dang v& hinh thirc cua nhitng cau db.

2.3.1.3. Khdo sdt vé nghé thudt miéu td trong cdu do tiéng Anh va tiéng Vigt

Bing 3. Nghé thudt miéu ta dwoc sir dung trong cdu do tiéng Anh va tiéng Viét

Tiéng Anh Tiéng Viét
Miéu ta
S6 lwgng | Phén trim | S6 hrgng | Phén trim
Tryc tiép 27 27% 31 31%
Gian tiép 73 73% 69 69%

Cau d6 duoc thiét ké nghé thuat miéu ta chu yéu 1a gian tiép. Cau d6 tiéng Anh hay
tiéng Viét thi déu chiém trén 50%, cu thé 1a 73% trong tiéng Anh va 69% trong tiéng Viét.
Vi du nhu: What can you catch, but not throw? (Cold because catch a cold)/ Con ai hai dira
hai noi. Gdp nhau mét ché cimg choi mét phong. Khéng may nha sdp da chong. Tan xwong
ndt thit mdau hong chira chan (An trau). Néu cau d6 dugc dién dat theo cach truc tiép thi
mirc do khé cua cau db s& giam xubng va khong con giy hing thu ddi véi nguoi choi. Vi
du: Chdn den minh tring, dirng ndng giita dong (con co), Which word contains 26 letters
but only syllables? (Alphabet). Ngay trong thong tin ctia cdu d6 ngudi choi di ¢ thé dé
dang dua ra chinh xac dap an. Chinh vi vAy ma hau hét cic cau hoi s& dugce hoi mot cach
gian tiép dya trén nhing su trong dong véi dap 4n cua cau d6. Diéu nay doi hoi ngudi choi
phai nhanbh tri, nam bét duoc su danh lira trong cau db dé dwa ra duoc dap an.

3.1.4. Khdo sdt vé nghé thudt sir dung tiv trong céu do tiéng Anh va tiéng Viét
Bing 4. Nghé thudt dimg tir trong cdu do tiéng Anh va tiéng Viét

Tiéng Anh Tiéng Viét
Nghé thuit dung tir
S6 lwong | Phén trim | S6 lwgng | Phén trim
Tir dong 4m, tir d6ng nghia 48 48% 55 55%
Noi lai 0 0% 20 20%
Thém hau t6, rat gon, két hop 22 22% 0 0%
Cac bién phap khac 30 30% 25 25%

Dua vao bang s6 lidu duoc phan tich tir 100 mau cau db tiéng Anh va 100 mau cau

d6 tiéng Viét, chung ta co thé thay nghé thuat sir dung tir dé tao nén nhimng cau d6 tiéng
Anh va tiéng Viét cling rat da dang va phong phu. Ca trong cdu db tiéng Anh va tiéng Viét
déu sir dung tir dong am, tir dong nghia véi ti 1¢ cao nhat (1an luot 1a 48% va 55%). Vi du:
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What has ears but can not hear? (Corn)/ Nho em 1¢ chay bui ngui. Khan lau khong rdo, do
chiii khéng khé (Bdnh wot). Qua bang s6 lidu ta ciing ¢ thé thiy c6 mot s6 bién phap nghé
thuat ma trong cau dé tiéng Anh cé sir dung nhung trong cau dé tiéng Viét thi khong va
nguoc lai, chéng han nhu, thém hau td, rut gon, két hop chi c6 cau dé tiéng Anh ma khong
c6 trong cau d tiéng Viét. Vi du vé su két hop tir trong tiéng Anh thé hién qua cau d6 If
everyone decided to purchase only pink cars, what would we have? (A pink carnation).
Nguoc lai, trong cu d6 tiéng Anh khong ding bién phap néi 1ai, nhung trong cau db tiéng
Viét lai chiém 20%. Vi du: Khi di cuea ngon, khi vé ciing cuwa ngon. La con gi? (Con ngua).
Hit vao, hit ra, hit mot. Them them ta dem lui tro. La gi? (Hot mit). Ngoai ra, cac bién phap
sir dung tir khic cling duoc sir dung dé tao nén nhiing cau d6 tha vi, hap dan trong tiéng
Anh va tiéng Viét chiém ti 16 30% va 25%. Qua d6, cho thiy su khac biét cua hé thong ngon
ngir cua hai bén.
2.3.2. So sanh dbi chiéu cac dic diém cia cAu d6 tiéng Anh va tiéng Viét
2.3.2.1. Dé tai ciia cdu do tiéng Anh va tiéng Viét

Quan sat Bang 1, ta nhan thdy dé tai trong cdu db tiéng Anh va tiéng Viét déu vo
cung phong phu, bao gém tit ca cac linh vuc vé thé gi6i tu nhién va xd hoi. Nhimng cau dé
xoay quanh cac chu dé quen thudc khac nhau nhu con vit, dd vat, cong déng, gia dinh,

truong hoc, hién tuong... Didu nay thé hién mdi quan hé mat thiét gitra con ngudi véi moi
truong séng xung quanh minh.

Tir thoi xa xua, duc két tir sy quan sat va kham pha khong ngimg, con nguoi da biét
dua nhitng su vat va su viéc xay ra quanh minh vao nhitng ciu d6 nhdam muc dich giai tri,
rén luyén tri thong minh nhanh nhay. Xét vé dé tai dong vat, nhitng con vat quen thudc co
tan sudt xudt hién cao trong cic cdu db. Trong cau db tiéng Viét, nhitng con vat nhu chd,
méo, heo, bo, trdu, ngia, hé, séi, ga, vit, chim, cd, tom, cua, dc, nhén, ruéi, mudi, ong,
éch... 1a nhimng con vat rat quen thudc voi nguoi dan Viét Nam va thuong hay xudt hién
trong nhitng cau d6. Tuong tu nhu vay, trong cau d6 tiéng Anh s& thuong cé nhitng con vat
nhu dog, cat, fox, kangaroo, bear, snake, elephant, rabbit, frog, fly, bee, duck, bird, fish...
Xét vé dé tai thuc vat, vi su khac biét gitra hai méi truong song, nén nhiing loai cdy, qua va
hoa dugc dua vao trong cdu db tiéng Anh va tiéng Viét ciing c6 sy khac nhau, tuy nhién
chung déu 13 nhimng loai cuc ky quen thudc ddi voi ngudi dan ¢ dia phuong d6. Nhimg loai
thuc vat co trong cau dd tiéng Viét bao gém lua, ngo, khoai, scn, chudi, mit, cau, dira, tre,
6i, &t, budi, cam, ca, mai, dao, dam but, vii sira... Nhiing loai thuc vat cé trong cau dé tiéng
Anh gdm oak, pine, maple, potato, corn, carrot, strawberry, blueberry, mango, orange,
rose, sunflower, dandelion...

Ngoai nhitng dé tai thuong xuat hién trong doi sdng sinh hoat hang ngay, cau dé
tiéng Anh va tiéng Viét ciing c6 nhimng dé tai vé nhimng van dé khoa hoc ty nhién, ham chira
lugng tri thirc khéng 16 cua nhan loai, nhu sinh hoc, vat ly, lich str, dia ly, van hoc... Vi du
nhu trong cau d6 tiéng Viét c6: Cdy cao nghin triong, ld rung tir tung. Nau thi dwoc, nuwdng
thi khéng. Pé la gi? (Nude miea)/ Noi nao thanh qudch doc ngang. Xa gan nirc tiéng kinh
thanh d@é dé? (Thira Thién Hué)/ Vua nao chinh truc anh hao. Pimg ra lanh dao phong trao
Can Vieong? (Ham Nghi). Va trong cau db tiéng Anh nhu: I am a rock bigger than Venus
but smaller than Uranus. What am 1? (Earth)/ What two periodic elements when combined
heal? (Helium and aluminum (HE + AL)). Nhitng cdu d6 nay yéu cdu chung ta can phai c6
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nén tang kién thirc cling nhu sy nhanh nhay méi ¢6 thé nhanh chéng tim ra duoc dép an.
2.3.2.2. Miéu td trong ciu do tiéng Anh va tiéng Viét

Nghé thuat miéu ta trong cdu dd tiéng Anh va tiéng Viét gan nhu tuong dong.
Ngudi ta ding bién phap mé ta theo cach dic biét cia cdu d6 voi muc dich dé qua trinh d6
dién ra mot cach thi vi va hiéu qua, c6 thé xép cac bién phap miéu ta trong tiéng Anh va
tiéng Viét thanh hai loai d6 1a miéu ta truc tiép va miéu ta gian tiép.

Dbi v6i bién phap miéu ta truc tiép, ngudi ta thudng miéu ta nhitng dac diém vén co
cua sy vat, su viéc, hién tuong giup cho ngudi nghe dé dang hinh dung vé tha dang duogc
d6. Vi du nhu trong nhitng cau d6 tiéng Anh sau: I have four legs. You can ride me. I've
tusks. I have a long nose. (I'm an elephant)/ What has to be broken before you can use it?
(An egg)/ What invention lets you look right through a wall? (A window). Hay trong nhitng
cau d6 tiéng Viét nhu: Cdi gi ¢6 kich thude bang con voi nhung chdang ndng gram nao ca?
(Cdi bong con voi)/ Cdi gi den khi ban mua no, do khi dung no va xam xit khi vit no di?
(Than)/ 2 con vit di truoc 2 con vit, 2 con vit di sau 2 con vit, 2 con vit di giita 2 con vit. Hoi
c6 mady con vit? (4 con vit). Miéu ta truc tiép 1a mot cach don gian va nhanh chong dé sang
tao ra mot cdu d6 nhung van khién nguoi d6 va ngudi duoc d6 cam thay thich thua, vui vé.

Bién phap miéu ta gian tiép la bién phép lién tuong su vat, su viéc, hién tugng dugc
d6 dén mot ddi twong khac doi khi chang an nhap nhung thyc té van c6 mot mdi lién quan it
ai ngd toi. Theo Bdng 3, bién phap miéu ta gian tiép chiém s6 luong nhiéu hon so véi bién
phap miéu ta truc tiép, boi 1& cach miéu ta nay tao ra sy mat phuong hudng nham gay khé
khin, thach thirc tri thong minh, tri tudng twong cua ngudi giai cau db. Trong dang ciu d6
nay, ngh¢ thuat nhan hoa, an du, hoan du duoc ap dung va phat huy mot cach tdi da va hiéu
qua. Mot s vi du trong cau d6 tiéng Anh: Walk on the living, they don't even mumble. Walk
on the dead and they mutter and grumble. What are they? (Leaves)/ You have a few and so
does a comb. (Teeth)/ They travel all over the world but end up in one corner. What are
they? (Stamps). Va mot s6 vi du trong cdu d6 tiéng Viét: Thdn em xwa ¢ bui tre, miia dong
xép lai mia hé mé ra. (Quat gidy)/ Pé anh chi sdc hon dao (Mdt), chi sau hon bé (Long
ngueoi), chi cao hon troi (Trdn)/ Mot thika dat vuéng, bon phia xdy thanh, xung quanh trong
chudi, giita tia ddu trong hanh, ngodi thanh trong giang. (Banh chung). Thong qua nhiing
vi du nay, ta co thé nhan théy réng nhitng sy vat hién tugng thuong dugc nhan hoa, miéu ta
bang nhiing tir ngit ta hinh dang, hanh dong thuong ding cho con ngudi nhu “mumble”,
“mutter”, “grumble”, “travel” hay “thdn em” hodc dwuoc vi von “M¢t thira dat vuéng, bon
phia xdy thanh: banh chung dwoc goi bang cdch dé trong mét chiéc khung hinh vuéng”,
“xung quanh trong chudi, giita tia ddu trong hanh: banh ching thuong dwoc géi bang ld
chudi, nhdan banh chung cé ddu va hanh”, “ngodi thanh trong giang: giang la logi cdy
cung loai voi tre, nira... dung ché lat goi banh.” Nguogc lai nhitng b phén hodc hoat dong
cua con nguoi lai ¢ tinh so sanh hodc chuyén thanh dd vat, con vat nhu “comb” hay
“dao”, “bé”, “troi”.

Du 14 miéu ta truc tiép hay gian tiép thi hoat dong d6 van rat tha vi, tao cho nguoi
tham gia cam gidc vui vé va phan khich, mbi giao cam giita moi ngudi ciing tré nén gan
gili, than thiét hon.
2.3.2.3. Céu tricc ciia cdu do tiéng Anh va tiéng Vigt

Cau d6 trong tiéng Anh dugc phat trién theo nhiéu dinh dang va bd cuc khéac nhau,
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tuy nhién theo Bang 2, phan 16n cau d6 tiéng Anh duoc sang tic dudi dang mot bai tho
ngin hodc mot cau hoi ngan, doi khi cdu d6 ciing c6 thé 1a mot cau truyén ngan. Vi du: cdu
d6 1a mot bai tho ngan: “A hoard of rings am I, but no fit gift for a bride; I await a sword's
kiss. (A suit of chain-mail). Cau d6 du6i dang cau hoi ngin: “What comes down but never
goes up? (Rain). Cau d6 dudi dang cdu truyén ngan: “Simon Simpleton was born in
London, England. His mother was Welsh and his father Scottish. When Simon was eight his
mother died. When Simon was ten his father married an Irish woman and suddenly Simon
had an Irish sister. When Simon was twenty-four, he graduated as a lawyer and took a job
in Edinburgh, Scotland. He is now sixty-six. Why can he not be buried on the banks of Loch
Lomond in his favorite village of Luss, in Bonnie Scotland? (Because he is still alive!).

Cau d6 tiéng Anh d6i khi xuit hién cing cac yéu t6 khac nhu phan gidi
thiéu: “Guess guesser!”, “Guess, if you're a good guesser!”; phan két luan: “Who I am?”,
“What are they?”; cic yéu to d& huong dan “In heaven I am...”, “I was born in the
water...”; cac yéu td gay nhidu: cach dién dat gay kho hiéu, nhan hoa, so sanh, n dy... nhu
“I run and I do not have legs...(Time) ", “I am long and stubborn...(The tree)”.

Khac véi cau d6 tiéng Anh, cau d6 tiéng Viét thudng c6 cdu trac nhu mot cau hoi
nga“in, cau truyén ngén, ca dao, tuc ngir, tho luc bat, tho bdn chiy, tho Duong luat... Vi du:

- Céu d6 duéi dang cau hoi ngan: Lich nao dai nhat? (Lich sik)
- Cau 6 dudi dang ca dao: Nam éng cam hai cdi sco
Puébi dan co trdang bay vao trong hang (An com)
- Cau d6 dudi dang tuc ngir: Anh I6n mdc do do, em nhé mdc do xanh (Qua 6t)
- Cau d6 dudi dang tho luc bat: Than thi lién véi hai chéan
Khi lam chan nght, chdn quay maoi ky (Cai compa)
- Cau d6 dudi dang tho bon chir: Minh tron dau nhon
Khong phai bo trau
Udng nide ao sdu
Lén cay ruong can (Cai but muc)
- Cau d6 duéi dang tho Puong luat: Cdi dang quan anh xdu la ling
Khom lung uon géi ca doi cong
Ludi to ra surc ma an khoét
Danh phai theo dudi co then khong (Cdi cay)

Su khac biét trong van hoa gop ph?m tao nén sy khac biét trong viéc hinh thanh cac
dang cau d6 trong tiéng Anh va tiéng Viét. Cau db trong tiéng Anh thuong c6 bd cuc don
gian, loai cau db phtc tap nhat 1a dang tho bdn chit, n6 c6 thé co van va nhip hodc la khong,
tly thudc vao nguoi sang tac. Nguoc lai, cau db trong tiéng Viét rat phong phti va da dang
vé thé loai, nho vao su giau co cua tiéng Viét cling nhu sy phat trién phong phu cua nén van
hoc Viét Nam ma cau d6 doc 1én rat thuén tai va dé nhd, mang dam nét dac trung cua van
héa Viét Nam. Su da dang vé cdu tric cia cdu d6 gop phan tao ting thém gia tri nghé thuat
cho hoat dong d6. Nhiing cau d6 dudi hinh thic tho véi sy két hop giita van, diéu va nhip
tho khién cho chiing ta khi doc 1én ¢ cam giac bt tai hon, d& nhé hon, tir d6 nhimng cau d6
tha vi cang dé dang luu truyén hon. Péc biét 1a voi tré nho, nhitng cau dé dang ca dao, tuc
ngit va tho dé dang di sdu vao tam tri tré em, tro thanh mat loai trd choi vui vé va b6 ich,
vua tha vi vura chtta dyng mot lugng kién thirc 16n chi trong nhitng cau db ngén gon.
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2.3.2.4. Ngh¢ thudt diing tir trong ciu do tiéng Anh va tiéng Viét

Nho vao nhitng bién phap nghé thudt nhu so sanh, an duy, hoan du, néi qua, noi
nguoc, nhan héa, dung tir twgng hinh, tir twong thanh, diép am... ma nhiing cau dé trong
tiéng Anh va tiéng Viét c6 ddc diém ndi bat. Cau d6 ngin gon, tt ca thong tin c6 dong lai
chi trong vai con chit, nhung van ¢6 thé miéu ta bao quat sy vat, su viéc dugc nhéc tdi, hay
goi cho ngudi nghe lién tuong dén no. Tinh chinh xac clia ngdn ngir két hop voi khong gian
ngdn ngir tiét kiém t¢i mirc t6i da, khong thira ciing khong thiéu, tao cam giac ‘nira kin, nira
ho’, ‘nhu gn, nhu xa’, dat hiéu qua trong viéc khoi goi sy td mo, sy hiéu thing, quyét tim
phai tim ra dugc dép an cua nguoi duge db. Ca trong cau do tiéng Anh va tiéng Viét déu ap
dung t6t nhitng bién phap nay.

Cau d6 tiéng Anh va tiéng Viét ciing loi dung triét dé nhimng tir ddng am, tir dong
nghia dé choi chit, tao yéu td danh lac hudng ngudi nghe, nhu: What has ears but can not
hear? (Corn) — Tir "ear” ¢ ddy c6 goc tiéng Anh c6, chi phan ra béng két hat ciia cdc cdy
ngii coc va ciing ¢é nghia la “cdi tai”. / What clothing is always sad? (Blue jeans) - Blue
vira la mau xanh dwong viea la tir thé hién tam trang buén)/ What color can you eat?
(Orange) - Orange vira la trdi cam vira I mau cam. / Mom bo ma khéng phai mom bo. (Oc
sén) - O ‘mom bo thir nhat’, ‘bo’ la dong tr (chi su di chuyén than thé ciia dong vat trén bhé
mdt), con ¢ cum tur ‘mém bo thir hai’, ‘bo’ la danh tir (chi loai dong vt nhai lai, chan co
hai méng, sieng rong va ngdn, nudi dé ldy sitc kéo, thit hodc sita)/ Dém nam luong nhimg
ngdn ngo Chiém bao thdy bdu, ddy ro thi khong. (Cay ld mo) — ‘chiém bao’ va ‘mo’ la hai
tir dong nghia. Theo Bang 4 nhimg phuong phap nay chiém phan 16n, cach sir dung tir dong
am va tir ddng nghia trong nhitng cau d6 tiéng Anh va tiéng Viét gop phan khing dinh sy
giau dep cua tiéng Anh va tiéng Viét.

Tuy vay, tir Bang 4 ta c6 thé thiy rang van c¢6 mot vai cach s dung tir khac nhau
trong cau d6 tiéng Anh va tiéng Viét do su khac biét cia hé thdng ngdn ngit cta hai bén.

Vi du nhu trong tiéng Anh, ¢6 mot s6 phuong thirc hinh thanh tir méi ma tiéng Viét
khong hé ¢, do do tao ra su khac biét vé ngh¢ thuat dung tu trong cau dd cua tiéng Anh va
tiéng Viét. Rat nhiéu tir vung trong tiéng Anh dugc hinh thanh bang cach thém hau té [use
(sir dung) - misuse (dong tir: dimng sai muc dich) - disuse (danh tir: sw khéng con ding dén)
- unused (tinh tir: khong dwoc su dung hodc chwa dwoc swr dung) - unusable (tinh tie: khong
dung duoc) - useless (tinh tue: vo dung), useful (tinh tue: hitu ich) - abuse (dong tu: lam
dung, nguoc dai)], rat gon [examination = exam, laboratory = lab, brother = bro (tiéng
I6ng), maximising = maxing (tiéng 1ong)], két hop [smog = smoke + fog, transistor =
transfer + resistor, brunch = breakfast + lunch, rockumentary = rock + documentary]. Do
d6, khi dua nhing tir ndy vao trong cau d6 s& tao nén diém dic trung ma chi xuat hién trong
cau d6 tiéng Anh chir khong hé co trong cau d tiéng Viét. Ciing vi diém khac biét nay ma
mot nguoi Viét dang hoc ngon ngit Anh d6i khi ciing gip kho khan luc giai cdu db c6 chira
nhitng tur nay.

Trong cau d6 tiéng Viét ciing c6 mot vai nghé thuat dung tir riéng biét ma tiéng Anh
khong hé co, noi bat trong d6 1a nghé thuat ndi 1ai. N6i 1ai 1a san pham tri tu¢ dic sic cua
ngudi Viét, st dung nhitng tir c6 san trong kho tir vung dan toc nhung duoc bién tiu theo
nhiéu phuong thirc nhu dao van gitta phu 4m dau, phan van va thanh sic cua tir ngir do.
Nhing cau d6 c6 xuét hién yéu té néi 1ai dé dang gdy mat phuong hudng cho nguoi nghe,
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khién ho hoang mang khong biét phai giai cdu dé theo hudng nao. Y twdng mang nghé thuat
choi chit n6i 1ai va trong cau dé da c6 tir xa xua, 6ng ba ta dung nhiing cau dé nay dé giai
tri, nhung doi khi ciing c6 tac dung chdm biém, chi ra nhiing ndi bi cuc trong cudc song.
“Khoan miii, khoan ldi, khoan khit, khoan lai, bo la, bo liét dé ai biét gi? (Khoai lang)/ Con
gi o canh bo song. Cdi mui thi nat cdi cong thi con (Con cong — “cong con’ noi ldi thanh
“con cong”’)/ Ong c6 ngoai Hué ong cé ai. (Cdi 6 — néi ldi tir “Cé ai”). Dy 1a nhimg ciu
dd dan gian st dung chét liéu néi lai tao ra su ngd nghinh, mdi la, thé hién ro su da dang,
dac sdc, bién hoa khon ludng ciia ngdn ngit Viét, gop phan 1am phong phii thém kho tang tir
vung cta Viét Nam. Vi vy ma khong it ngudi nudc ngoai khi hoc tiéng Viét d& dang bi
danh bai khi gap phai nhiing cdu dé vé néi li hoc bua, va ciing ¢ khong it ngudi Viét phai
bo tay voi nhitng cach noi 1ai doc dao nay.
3. Két luan

Bai nghién ctru nay da hoan thanh dwoc myc tiéu ban dau, d6 1a phan tich, dbi chiéu
cau d6 tiéng Anh va tiéng Viét, giai thich sy twong dong va khéac biét cua cau d6 gitra hai
ngdn ngit nay, qua doé giup chung ta hiéu hon vé dic diém, tinh chat, chirc nang, yéu t6 nghé
thuat va van hoa trong ngon ngir tiéng Anh va tiéng Viét. Co thé rat ra két luan 1a: Cau dd
trong tiéng Anh va tiéng Viét tuy c6 nhidu diém tuong dong, nhung van c6 nhiing nét dic
trung, doc d4o riéng ctia mdi ngdn ngit. Qua bai nghién ciru ndy, mong riang c6 thé mang lai
mot cai nhin téng quan vé ciu db, nét doc ddo va dac sic cua cau dd tiéng Anh va tiéng Viét
va tdm quan trong cua chung, tir 6 phat huy gia tri cling nhu 1am giau lam dep thém nghé
thuat d6 trong tiéng Anh va tiéng ViétQ
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